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Introduction 


The following short book discusses the importance of Finding Guidance 
from the correct place. This discussion is based on Chapter 6 Al An’am, 
Verses 116-117 of the Holy Quran: 


“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead you 
from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and they are 
not but misjudging. Indeed, your Lord is most knowing of who strays 
from His way, and He is most knowing of the [rightly] guided.” 


Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 


“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 


Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 


Finding Guidance 


Chapter 6 - Al An’am, Verses 116-117 
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“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead you 
from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and they are 
not but misjudging. 


Indeed, your Lord is most knowing of who strays from His way, and He 
is most knowing of the [rightly] guided.” 


“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead 
you from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and 
they are not but misjudging.” 


This verse makes it clear that right guidance only lies in following and 
obeying the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4606, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that any matter 
which is not based on Islam will be rejected. 


If muslims desire lasting success in both worldly and religious matters 
they must strictly adhere to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. Even though, certain actions which are not directly taken from these 
two sources of guidance can still be considered a righteous deed it is 
important to prioritize these two sources of guidance over all else. 
Because the fact is that the more one acts on things which are not taken 
from these two sources even if it is a righteous deed the less they will 
act on these two sources of guidance. An obvious example is how many 
muslims have adopted cultural practices into their lives which do not 
have a foundation in these two sources of guidance. Even if these 
cultural practices are not sins they have preoccupied muslims from 
learning and acting on these two sources of guidance as they feel 
satisfied with their behaviour. This leads to ignorance of the two sources 
of guidance which in turn will only lead to misguidance. 


This is why a muslim must learn and act on these two sources of 
guidance which have been established by the leaders of guidance and 
only then act on other voluntary righteous deeds if they have the time 
and energy to do so. But if they choose ignorance and made up 
practices even if they are not sins over learning and acting on these two 
sources of guidance they will not achieve success. 


“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead 
you from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and 
they are not but misjudging.” 


This verse makes it clear that right guidance only lies in following and 
obeying the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


Muslims should not follow and adopt the customary practices of non- 
muslims. The more muslims do this the less they will follow the 
teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This is quite evident in 
this day and age as many muslims have adopted the cultural practices 
of other nations which has caused them to become distant from the 
teachings of Islam. For example, one only needs to observe the modern 
muslim wedding to observe how many non-muslim cultural practices 
have been adopted by muslims. What makes this worse is that many 
muslims cannot differentiate between Islamic practices based on the 
Holy Quran and traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, and the cultural practices of non-muslims. 
Because of this non-muslims cannot differentiate between them either 
which has caused great problems for Islam. For example, honour killings 
is a cultural practice which has nothing to do with Islam yet because of 
the ignorance of muslims and their habit of adopting non-muslim cultural 
practices Islam is blamed every time an honour killing occurs in society. 
The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
removed the social barriers in the form of casts and brotherhoods in 
order to unite people yet ignorant muslims have resurrected them by 
adopting the cultural practices of non-muslims. Simply put, the more 
cultural practices muslims adopt the less they will act on the Holy Quran 
and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 
be upon him. 


“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead 
you from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and 
they are not but misjudging.” 


This verse makes it clear that right guidance only lies in following and 
obeying the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


Some have adopted a strange attitude. When they are questioned about 
things they are unaware of instead of admitting the truth they give a 
reply which has little or no foundation in the truth. This can become a 
serious issue especially in matters connected to Islam. A muslim may 
get punished for giving incorrect information which others act on. This 
has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2351. 
This is because they ignorantly attributed things to Allah, the Exalted, or 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 
Because of these people strange beliefs and customs have become 
attached to Islam which is a great deviation from the truth brought by the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. In fact, 
many of the cultural customs muslims have adopted believing them to 
be a part of Islam occurred because of this ignorant mentality. 


These people believe that if they simply admit they do not know 
something they will appear foolish to others. This mentality in itself is 
extremely foolish as the righteous predecessors would stress the 
importance of admitting one's ignorance so that others do not become 
misguided. In fact, the righteous predecessors would only count the 
person who behaved in this manner as in intelligent person and counted 
the one who answered every question posed to them a fool. 


This attitude is often observed in elders who often advise their children 
on issues relating to the world and religion instead of admitting their 
ignorance and directing them to someone who knows the truth. When 
elders act in this way they fail their duty in rightly guiding their 
dependents which has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 
Dawud, number 2928. 


Muslims should therefore, gain correct knowledge, whether worldly or 
religious, before advising others and in cases they are unaware of 
something they should admit it as this will not reduce their rank in 
anyway. If anything Allah, the Exalted, and people will appreciate their 
honesty. 


“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead 
you from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and 
they are not but misjudging.” 


This verse makes it clear that right guidance only lies in following and 
obeying the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


The elders of a family, especially parents, often use a statement which 
they believe indicates their right guidance namely, elders know best. To 
be honest this statement was true in the day of the righteous 
predecessors as the elders at that time used to strive in gaining and 
acting on beneficial knowledge. They put aside their own opinions and 
thinking and instead adopted the advice of the Holy Quran and the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. Because of their sincere efforts they were granted right guidance by 
Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 69: 


“And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...” 


Therefore, this statement applied to them and the youngsters in those 
days benefited if they acted on the advice of these elders. But 
unfortunately times have changed. In this day and age the majority of 
elders do not seek nor act on beneficial knowledge instead the vast 
majority act on their cultural practices which in most cases do not have a 
foundation in Islamic teachings. They flee from beneficial knowledge and 
are very content with these teachings based on made up cultural 


practices. Because of this ignorance elders are now sometimes right and 
sometimes wrong. Therefore, the statement elders know best no longer 
applies. 


It is important to note this does not mean a muslim should ignore or 
disrespect their elders as this completely contradicts the teachings of 
Islam. They should instead strive to gain correct beneficial knowledge, 
hear the advice of others, including their elders, and then make a choice 
which is indicated by Islam in all their matters even if it contradicts the 
opinions of others. A muslim should not blindly follow their elders as this 
in most cases will lead them away from the teachings of Islam. Chapter 
6 Al An’am, verse 116: 


“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead you 
from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and they are 
not but misjudging.” 


This is possible to do while maintaining respect for others especially 
one's elders. If muslims do this then perhaps a day will come when this 
statement will once again be true. 


“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead 
you from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and 
they are not but misjudging.” 


This verse makes it clear that right guidance only lies in following and 
obeying the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


A Hadith found in Sunan lon Majah, number 4049, indicates the 
importance of not blindly imitating others in accepting Islam, such as 
one's family, without gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge so that 
one surpasses blind imitation and obeys Allah, the Exalted, while truly 
recognising his Lordship and their own servanthood. This is in fact the 
purpose of mankind. Chapter 51 Adh Dhariyat, verse 56: 


“And | did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.” 


How can one truly worship someone they do not even recognize? Blind 
imitation is acceptable for children but adults must follow in the footsteps 
of the righteous predecessors by truly understanding the purpose of their 
creation through knowledge. Ignorance is the very reason why the 
muslims who fulfil their obligatory duties still feel disconnected from 
Allah, the Exalted. This recognition aids a muslim to behave as a true 
servant of Allah, the Exalted, throughout the day not just during the five 
daily obligatory prayers. Only through this will muslims fulfil true 
servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. And this is the weapon which 
overcomes all difficulties a muslim faces during their life. If they do not 


possess this they will face difficulties without gaining reward. In fact, it 
will only lead to more difficulties in both worlds. Performing the obligatory 
duties through blind imitation may fulfil the obligation but it will not safely 
guide one through every difficulty in order to reach the proximity of Allah, 
the Exalted, in both worlds. In fact, in most cases blind imitation will lead 
to one eventually abandoning their obligatory duties. This muslim will 
only fulfil their duties in times of difficulty and turn away from them in 
times of ease or vice versa. 


“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead 
you from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and 
they are not but misjudging.” 


This verse makes it clear that right guidance only lies in following and 
obeying the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


It is astonishing to observe how countless muslims in respect to their 
worldly affairs seek certainty from experts before making a choice, such 
as seeking counsel from a car mechanic to fix their car or a doctor when 
they are sick. But when it comes to their faith, which is the most 
important aspect of their life, they will blindly imitate and follow any Tom, 
Dick and Harry they come across without obtaining certainty through 
useful questioning and investigation before acting. Questioning people 
who discuss Islamic knowledge is not disrespectful as long as one’s 
intention and behaviour is respectful. If Allah, the Exalted, did not 
criticize the Angels after they respectfully questioned His decision then 
no one can feel insulted when they are questioned about the Islamic 
knowledge they are spreading to others. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 
30: 


“And when your Lord said to the angels, "Indeed, | will make upon the 
earth a successive authority." They said, "Will You place upon it one who 
causes corruption therein and sheds blood, while we exalt You with 
praise and declare Your perfection?" He [Allah] said, "Indeed, | know 
that which you do not know."” 


A muslim must therefore ensure that the knowledge they are obtaining 
and acting on is accurate and reliable. 


“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead 
you from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and 
they are not but misjudging.” 


This verse also indicates the importance of good companionship. There 
are countless examples in the world of how a person inspired their friend 
to take the wrong path in life which caused them serious trouble, such as 
prison. One should not only be cautious of people who possess bad 
characteristics as they will influence their friends in a negative way which 
is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4833. But 
a muslim should also be cautious over the people who seem to possess 
genuine love for them especially those who do not possess real 
knowledge. This is because the one who does not possess real 
knowledge will sometimes advise their loved ones incorrectly believing 
they have fulfilled and shown their love to their companion. For example, 
a wife may advise her tired husband to offer his obligatory prayer at 
home instead of at the Mosque with congregation. Even though 
according to some scholars it is permissible to offer one's obligatory 
prayer at home yet, this advice will only take one away from one of the 
greatest traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 
be upon him. This in turn will only take them further away from Allah, the 
Exalted. This wife may believe she has behaved in a loving way even 
though she has not. This is why gaining useful knowledge is extremely 
important and a duty on all muslims according to a Hadith found in 
Sunan lbn Majah, number 224. This is because some things may seem 
difficult outwardly yet many blessings are contained within them. And 
many things may seem easy and even lawful yet they only take one 
away from Allah, the Exalted. Therefore, a muslim should be cautious 
and remain firm on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 
patience and not get fooled by the advice a loved one gives. They 
should not assume the advice will benefit them just because it comes 
from a beloved companion. 


“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead 
you from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and 
they are not but misjudging.” 


This verse also encourages muslims to gain and act on Islamic 
knowledge so that they avoid ignorantly blindly following others. 


A great distraction which prevents one from submitting to the obedience 
of Allah, the Exalted, is ignorance. It can be argued that it is the origin of 
every sin as the one who truly knows the consequences of sins would 
never commit them. This refers to true beneficial Knowledge which is 
knowledge that is acted upon. In reality, all knowledge which is not acted 
on is not beneficial knowledge. The example of the one who behaves in 
this manner is described in the Holy Quran as a donkey which carries 
books of knowledge which do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, 
verse 5: 


“and then did not take it on (did not act upon knowledge) Is like that of 
a donkey who carries volumes [of books]...” 


A person who acts on their knowledge rarely slips up and commits sins 
intentionally. In fact, when this occurs it is only caused by a moment of 
ignorance where a person forgets to act on their knowledge which 
results in them sinning. 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 
highlighted the seriousness of ignorance in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2322. He declared that everything in the material world 
is cursed except for the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, whatever is 
connected to this remembrance, the scholar and the student of 
knowledge. This means that all the blessings in the material world will 
become a curse for the one who is ignorant as they will misuse them 
thereby committing sins. 


In fact, ignorance can be considered a person's worse enemy as it 
prevents them from protecting themself from harm and gaining benefit all 
of which can only be achieved through acting on knowledge. The 
ignorant commits sins without being aware of them. How can one avoid 
a sin if they do not know what is considered a sin? Ignorance causes 
one to neglect their obligatory duties. How can one fulfil their duties if 
they are unaware of what their duties are? 


It is therefore a duty on all muslims to gain enough knowledge to fulfil all 
their obligatory duties and avoid sins. This is confirmed in a Hadith found 
in Sunan lbn Majah, number 224. 


“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead 
you from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and 
they are not but misjudging.” 


Muslims should only consult a few people in respect to their affairs. They 
should select these few people according to the advice of the Holy 
Quran. Chapter 16 An Nahl, verse 43: 


“,..80 aSk the people of the message if you do not know.” 


This verse reminds muslims to consult those who possess knowledge. 
As consulting an ignorant person only leads to further trouble. Just like a 
person would be foolish to consult a car mechanic over their physical 
health a muslim should only consult those who possess knowledge 
about it and the Islamic teachings linked to them. 


In addition, a muslim should only consult those who fear Allah, the 
Exalted. This is because they will never advise others to disobey Allah, 
the Exalted. Whereas, those who do not fear or obey Allah, the Exalted, 
might possess knowledge and experience but they will easily advise 
others to disobey Allah, the Exalted, which only increases one's 
problems. In reality, those who fear Allah, the Exalted, possess true 
knowledge and only this knowledge will guide others through their 
problems successfully. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28: 


“Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have 
knowledge...” 


“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead 
you from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and 
they are not but misjudging.” 


This verse indicates that when one chooses ignorance over gaining and 
acting on Islamic knowledge they will adopt wishful thinking instead of 
hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted. 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2459, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference 
between true hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, and wishful 
thinking. True hope is when one controls their soul by avoiding the 
disobedience of Allah, the Exalted, and actively struggles for preparing 
for the hereafter. Whereas, the foolish wishful thinker follows their 
desires and then expects Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill 
their wishes. 


It is important for muslims not to confuse these two attitudes so that they 
avoid living and dying as a wishful thinker as this person is highly 
unlikely to succeed in this world or the next. Wishful thinking is like a 
farmer who fails to prepare the land for planting, fails to plant seeds, fails 
to water the land and then expects to harvest a huge crop. This is plain 
foolishness and this farmer is highly unlikely to succeed. Whereas, true 
hope is like a farmer who prepares the land, plants seeds, waters the 
land and then hopes Allah, the Exalted, will bless them with a huge 
harvest. The key difference is that the one who possesses true hope will 
actively strive to obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience 
according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 


blessings be upon him. And whenever they slip up they sincerely repent. 
Whereas, the wishful thinker will not actively strive in obeying Allah, the 
Exalted, and instead follow their desires and still expect Allah, the 
Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill their wishes. 


Muslims must therefore learn the key difference so that they can 
abandon wishful thinking and instead adopt true hope in Allah, the 
Exalted, which always leads to nothing except good and success in both 
worlds. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 
number 7405. 


A specific type of wishful thinking which affected the past nations and 
even the muslim nation is when a person believes that they can ignore 
the commands and prohibitions of Allah, the Exalted, and somehow 
someone on the Day of Judgement will intercede for them and save 
them from Hell. Even though the intercession of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is a fact and has been 
discussed in many Hadiths, such as the one found in Sunan Ibn Majah, 
number 4308, none the less even with his intercession some muslims 
whose punishment will be reduced by it will still enter Hell. Even a single 
moment in Hell is truly unbearable. So one should abandon wishful 
thinking and instead adopt true hope by practically striving in the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted. 


The Devil convinces those who do not believe in Judgement Day that 
even if it occurs they will make peace with Allah, the Exalted, on that day 
by claiming that they were not so bad as they avoided major crimes such 
as murder. They have convinced themselves that their pleas will be 
accepted and they will be sent to Paradise even though they disbelieved 


in Allah, the Exalted, during their lives on Earth. This is incredibly foolish 
as Allah, the Exalted, will not treat the person who believed in Him and 
tried to obey him like the one who disbelieved in Him. A single verse has 
erased this type of wishful thinking. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 85: 


“And whoever desires other than Islam as religion - never will it be 
accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers.” 


“Indeed, your Lord is most knowing of who strays from His way, 
and He is most knowing of the [rightly] guided.” 


Allah, the Exalted, is All Knowing as nothing escapes His knowledge 
whether in the Heavens or the Earth whether visible or not. The 
knowledge of Allah, the Exalted, has no limit, it has no beginning and no 
end and it is innate meaning, no one gave it to Him. Every creation 
which possesses knowledge has been granted it by none other than 
Allah, the Exalted. The knowledge of the creation is limited and has a 
beginning. Allah, the Exalted, is fully aware of one's outer and inner 
beings at all time. 


The muslim who understands this divine name will refrain from sins both 
outward and inward rightfully believing Allah, the Exalted, knows all this 
and will hold them accountable for their actions. In addition, they will not 
stress about worldly issues understanding that Allah, the Exalted, is fully 
aware of them and will respond to them at the right time. 


A muslim should act on this divine name by striving to gain and act on 
useful knowledge both worldly and religious which is the path of piety. 
This is the true inheritor of the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, 
which has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 
223. 


“Indeed, your Lord is most knowing of who strays from His way, 
and He is most knowing of the [rightly] guided.” 


The difference between these two groups is sincerely obeying and 
following the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 
sincerity towards the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. 


Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love 
for the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one 
fulfils the three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly 
and regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a 
reliable source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere 
muslim gives priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their 
desires which contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on 
the Holy Quran is the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the 
Exalted. This is the tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan 
Abu Dawud, number 1342. 


The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is 
sincerity towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 


upon him. This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on 
his traditions. These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the 
Exalted, in the form of worship, and his blessed noble character towards 
the creation. Chapter 68 Al Qalam, verse 4: 


"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 


It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This 
has been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 
he 


"..And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 
forbidden you - refrain from..." 


Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of 
anyone else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path 
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 
Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 


"Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] 
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins..." 


One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and 
teach his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. 
Sincerity also includes loving those who love him and disliking those 
who criticise him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. 
This is all summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 
16. It advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, 
the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown 
through actions not just words. 
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